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are too general (ijmali) and are not available for the pur-
poses of fiqh, until after they have been reduced by a par-
ticular science to logical propositions, each relating to one
particular set of values.

This particular science, which prepares its premises
for fiqh, is the so-called science of ustil=al=fiqh, literally,
the science of the bases of fiqh. It has been called so,
because the four sharfah evidences above-mentioned which
form its subject-matter, are in the last analysis, the four
bases on which the deductions of fiqh rest.

The science of usu!=al=fiqh has been defined by the doc-
tors as " the science of the principles whereby one reaches
fiqh in the true way." * The definition needs explanation.

Usul-al-fiqh discusses only those principles which are
immediately necessary for reaching fiqh, in other words, it
does not concern itself with less immediate subjects, like
language and syntax, or dogmatics (kalam), although they
too are necessary. On the other hand, the expression " in
the true way " is intended to exclude controversial subjects.

The function of usutal-fiqh is then to prepare the
premises which are to be used in fiqh in establishing
the sharfah values in particular cases. Thus, iisid-al-
fiqh provides for fiqh as premises certain universal pro-
positions (qawa'id kulliyyah) to be used by fiqh in deriving
the provisions of the law applicable to particular cases.
For example, u-sul-al-fiqh tells that under such and such
conditions ijma' constitutes an evidence for the establish-
ment of a sharfah value. Fiqh takes this proposition as
a premise and deduces from it the conclusion that the prac-
tice e. g., of istisnaf* is lawful because there is an ijma' to
that effect. Or, again, usul-al-fiqh tells us that under cer~

1  Taivdih, p. 27.

2 Istisnd' is placing an order with an artisan.